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loaf daily furnished to him therefrom [as narrated above].
The king spent a few months in the country hunting, and
never thought of Jalinus until his return, when he met him
again at table.     Observing  a  heavy dish,  of which   his
majesty was  about to partake, the physician  could  not
restrain himself from giving his opinion.    The king then
asked : c What malady will I get if I persist in this diet T
Jalinus replied: ' The leprosy.'    Hearing these words, the
king immediately stretched forth his hand, eating up all
the food that was left, and said: ' Despite of your advice, I
have eaten as much as I could.'   Jalinus replied: * I am
under many obligations to your majesty, some of which I
shall  discharge  by  the composition of a work  on   the
symptoms perceptible in the human body ere the disease
itself appears, and indicating its approach one, two, or even
three years in advance.   This treatise your majesty is to
preserve, and to remember me after rny death.'    After
having obtained permission, Jalinus composed a work in
which he described the causes of various maladies, together
with the times of their beginning, end, or confirmation.
He also registered and classified the diseases into curable
and incurable ones, as well as into such as may be easily
cured, and into such as are dangerous, and bring on death
slowly or quickly.   As he was convinced that the king
would, on account of his insalubrious diet, be attacked by
leprosy, he also predicted in the said book that, after the
expiration of one year, his majesty would lose his sexual
appetite, would become subject to languor and somnolency,
entailing heaviness of all his limbs, but that if, in spite of
all these symptoms, the king were to change his diet, he
might yet escape from the disease; in the contrary case,
however, the hair of his eyebrows and his nails would fall
off; and also his sight would become weak after the expira-
tion of one year.    In this stage, however, a cure was yet
possible, if the proper remedies were applied;  but if his
majesty remained careless, the disease would become in-
curable.
After completing the work, Jftlinus gave it to be pre~